This toolbox is to support MSYPs who are taking action on an SYP policy. SYP
policy has the official support of Scotland’s young people, which is a powerful
tool. However, passing SYP policy by itself won't lead to change, it is just the
beginning! The next, and most important, step is using your position as an
MSYP to take action that will lead to change to address the policy issue.

This toolbox should be used alongside your taking action plan to give you

everything you need to get to work on making change!

1.Start on a local level - many of the most successful policies SYP have
worked on have started at a local level, built support, and then looked to
create wider change.

2.Always contact your support workers to help with local action - make
sure you let them know before taking action, and CC them into emails.

3.Always contact SYP staff to help with national action and Committee
actions - keep your support worker in the loop if you are working with the
SYP staff team on actions with national politicians.

4.Use your plan as a guide - but don't worry if you fall behind or if it isn't
working, you may have to adapt to changing circumstances in your life or
relating to the policy area.

5.Look after your mental health and always stay safe - If you have concerns
about anything like abuse on social media or if an action you are planning
won't be safe, let your support worker or an SYP staff member know as
soon as possible.




TACTICS YOU CAN USE

Select a few of these actions - or come up with your own - to add to
your taking action plan and use that to outline your objectives, key
messages, and target audience. Remember, the most successful
actions start local, grow support, and use a combination of public
and private actions.

PUBLIC ACTIONS

Are to raise awareness, gather information, build
support, and educate people about the issue.

Write a blog or create a
vlog for the SYP website
Consult with young people using SYP's ‘how to write
in your local area including an awesome blog’
through surveys, discussions, guidance.
or focus groups.

Create a resource/toolkit to
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TACTICS YOU CAN USE

PRIVATE ACTIONS

Are to engage with decision-makers and key
stakeholders to try and convince them to take action

Join a decision-making
group (national or lo,cal) asa
young person’s
representative.

Reach out to organisations
or individuals who have
expertise or are already
working on this issue and
start a partnership.

Write a letter outlining
your policy and key
Messages to your
MSPs/MP.

Write a letter outlining
your policy and key
messages to local
politicians.
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Falkirk Eco Festival
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Free music tuition in
Scotland

This is a great example of private
action leading to change!

In 2015 Syp Passed a policy calling
for free music tuition in Scotlangd. 3
years later and after significant
campaigning from other
Organisations as well, MSYPs were
invited to give evidence to a
Scottish Parliament Committee.

Alice Ferguson and Catherine
Mackie spoke to the Committee
convince Many of those
pport their calls leading
to the Government launching a

new fund in 2021

Angus Bus Survey

MSYPs Hollie, Hamish, and
Marcus in Angus launched the
Angus Bus Survey to gather
information about young bus
usersin Angus,

47% of their respondents said that
they wouldn't know what to do if
they felt unsafe on a bus. This
data led the MSYPs to take
further action and partner with
Police Scotlangd and Angus
Council to create the 'Safer Trave|
Angus' campaign.

This shows how consultation
leads to change!
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