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List of Policies
Theme 1 – Education 
Summary: Through these policies, we want to understand young people’s views on the future of education, youth work, learning and access to educational institutions within Scotland.
1. The Scottish Government need to take urgent and radical action to reform the national curriculum and assessments in line with the views and needs of young people.

2. In order to support young people to have their views heard on matters relating to personal finance, tax and the economy, financial education should be available to all young people in Scotland. 

3. Finances, housing, or a lack of support services should not be barriers to young people accessing further or higher education and decision-makers should work together to break down those barriers.

4. Young people with additional support needs in Scotland are not receiving the support they need and, therefore, the Scottish Government and Local Authorities should invest in services to support them in schools and other education settings.

5. The Scottish Government and Local Authorities must work together and commit to a secure and multi-year funding model for the youth work sector.

6. Local Authorities must provide youth-specific spaces in local communities, with investment put towards cultural, social and artistic activities where young people can gather and spend time together. 
Theme 2 – Services 
Summary: Through these policies, we want to understand young people’s views on the future of the public services, housing and support available and accessible to young people in Scotland.
Content warning: include policies relating to mental health and mental health services.
1. The NHS should be protected from privatisation and remain free at the point of need. 

2. Prevention and early-intervention approaches, including education and community based mental health services, should be invested in to support young people’s mental health. 

3. The Scottish Government should make sports and leisure services more accessible and affordable for young people, especially in rural and more deprived areas. 

4. Every young person in Scotland should have access to fast and reliable internet and devices to access the digital world, regardless of their geographical location or financial situation.

5. In order to ensure that every young person in Scotland has accessible, affordable and secure housing, the Scottish Government should invest in social housing and allocate funding to local authorities – particularly in rural and island communities - to ensure housing is fit for local need. 

6. The Scottish Government must strengthen rent controls for all young people, including students and apprentices, in Scotland and ensure that all young people are aware of their rights in relation to housing.  
Theme 3 – Sustainability 
Summary: Through these policies, we want to understand young people’s views on Scotland's sustainability now and in the future.
1. The climate emergency is an issue of climate justice and so it is essential that the Scottish Government takes bold and urgent action to meet ambitious targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and tackle the climate crisis. 

2. The Scottish Government’s ‘Young Persons’ (Under 22s) Free Bus Travel Scheme’ should be maintained and expanded to include all young people (up to their 26th birthday) and across all forms of public transport.   

3. Transport Scotland and public transport companies should ensure that public transport services are accessible and reliable for young people across Scotland, particularly those living in rural areas.

4. The Scottish Government should create more nature reserves to help protect Scotland’s nature and biodiversity.  

5. The Scottish Government should work with young people to promote a circular economy and ensure that businesses make improved progress towards reducing waste.  
Theme 4 – Social justice 
Summary: Through these policies, we want to understand young people’s views on the future of equity, accessibility and social mobility within Scotland.
Content warning: include policies relating to gender-based violence, misogyny and sexual assault. 
1. To protect girls and young women from gender-based violence, misogyny should be a hate crime in Scotland.

2. The length of time between reporting sexual assault crimes and prosecution should be reduced so victims are able to access justice without significant delay.  

3. The 'Barnahus’ or ‘Bairns' Hoose' model should be implemented to support all children and young people through the justice system, give them a person-centred environment in which to give evidence, and receive medical examinations, counselling and therapy.

4. Workplaces should have inclusive paid menstrual leave policies in place and decision-makers should support employers to offer this.

5. Employers should increase efforts to close the gender pay gap by improving equal opportunity policies; carrying out investigations into equal pay; having flexible working policies; and ensuring equal pay for equal work.

6. In Scotland, there should be a diverse and inclusive youth mobility scheme in order to give young people the opportunity to live, work, and study abroad.

7. Decision-makers should provide universal free school meals for all children and young people in Scotland.
Theme 5 – Rights 
Summary: Through these policies, we want to understand young people’s views on the future of Human Rights in Scotland, both in law and in practice.
1. The Scottish Government must enshrine a right to independent advocacy for Care Experienced people of all ages so they can realise their rights.

2. All over 16’s resident in the UK should have the right to vote in all UK elections.

3. Trans young people have a right to good quality gender-affirming care and this care should be accessible and consistently available, regardless of where the young person lives.  

4. The Scottish Government should deliver its promise of introducing the ‘Human Rights Bill for Scotland’ in order to incorporate treaties that will better protect disabled people’s rights, rights of black and ethnic minority people, women’s rights and LGBTQ+ rights. 

5. The Scottish Government and other decision-makers must uphold the right set out in Article 12 of the UNCRC to respect the views of children and young people in all decisions that affect them.

6. The Scottish Government should take strong and decisive action to address prejudice, discrimination and bullying experienced by children and young people in order to ensure that Scotland is a safe place to grow up. 

7. The UK Government must ensure that all refugee and asylum-seeking children and young people have a right to reunite with their families in the UK. 
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