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ABOUT THIS SUMMARY
Dear Scotland’s Future is SYP’s manifesto 2026-2031. It has been developed by young
people, for young people and sets out the agenda for the changes they want to see over
the next five years. Based on a consultation with nearly 5,000 young people across
Scotland, this summary highlights the responses from young people in Central Scotland. 

The region of Central Scotland is based on the regional groupings used within the
Scottish Parliament and contains the following constituencies:

Airdrie and Shotts
Coatbridge and Chryston
Cumbernauld and Kilsyth
East Kilbride
Falkirk East
Falkirk West
Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse
Motherwell and Wishaw
Uddingston and Bellshill

DEMOGRAPHICS
This summary is based on 173 responses, the majority of which were from group
responses. Therefore, it is not possible to include an accurate gender or age breakdown.
 

106 respondents were from group sessions held in North Lanarkshire via sessions in
secondary school classes.
Most respondents were from North Lanarkshire.
Most individual respondents were aged between 14-17.
Most individual respondents identified as female.
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TOP 10 MOST AGREED POLICIES
The following ten policies received the highest agreement by young people in this region.
Percentages were rounded to two decimal places. Note, this does not equate to being the
most urgent issues for young people.

Accessible and affordable sports and leisure facilities - 99% agree
Compared with 90% Scotland-wide

Financial education - 99% agree
Compared with 90% Scotland-wide

Investment in social housing - 98% agree
Compared with 86% Scotland-wide

Address prejudice, discrimination and bullying - 97% agree
Compared with 89% Scotland-wide

Universal free school meals - 95% agree
Compared with 70% Scotland-wide

Barriers to accessing further and higher education - 95% agree
Compared with 91% Scotland-wide

Prevention and early intervention for mental health - 95% agree
Compared with 91% Scotland-wide

Respect the views of children and young people - 95% agree
Compared with 83% Scotland-wide

Misogyny as a hate crime - 95% agree
Compared with 78% Scotland-wide

NHS protected from privatisation - 94% agree
Compared with 83% Scotland-wide
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YOUNG PEOPLE IN CENTRAL
SCOTLAND SAY...
“Young people should have the right to help decide the future of their community.”
– Young person aged 14-17, Uddingston and Bellshill

“For every one of my subjects this year I have an assignment to d [...] I have zero free time and
have been burnt out since the start of the year. ”
– Young person aged 14-17, Airdrie and Shotts

“Young people should have the right to help decide the future of their community.”
-Young person aged 14-17, Uddingston and Bellshill

“Things have changed recently but not by much [...] Life skills still aren’t taught”
-Young people, Falkirk

“We must educate people about how great immigrants are. And stop islamophobia.”
-Young person aged 22-26, Coatbridge and Chryston

“If we can [...] decide what we can’t do with our futures, why can’t we vote for our ‘leader’? It
makes no sense.”
-Young person aged 14-17, Motherwell and Wishaw

“Care-experienced young people should have straight access to mental health support.”
-Young people, Falkirk
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