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ABOUT THIS SUMMARY

Dear Scotland’s Future is SYP’s manifesto 2026-2031. It has been developed by young
people, for young people and sets out the agenda for the changes they want to see over
the next five years. Based on a consultation with nearly 5,000 young people across
Scotland, this summary highlights the responses from young people in North East
Scotland

The region of North East Scotland is based on the regional groupings used within the

Scottish Parliament and contains the following constituencies:
e Aberdeen Central

Aberdeen Donside

Aberdeen South and North Kincardine

Aberdeenshire East

e Aberdeenshire West

e Angus North and Mearns

e Angus South

e Banffshire and Buchan Coast

¢ Dundee City East

¢ Dundee City West

DEMOGRAPHICS

This summary is based on 401 responses, 101 of which were from group responses.

¢ All of the group responses were from sessions held in secondary schools in Angus
South.

e Of the individual respondents, 48% were aged 14-17 and 42% were aged 12-13.

¢ Of the individual respondents, 55% identified as female, 40% as male.

e The majority of respondents were from Angus and Dundee.
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TOP 10 MOST AGREED POLICIES

The following ten policies received the highest agreement by young people in this region.
Percentages were rounded to two decimal places. Note, this does not equate to being the
most urgent issues for young people.

¢ Accessible and reliable public transport - 93% agree
Compared with 91% Scotland-wide

¢ Accessible and affordable sports and leisure facilities - 90% agree
Compared with 91% Scotland-wide

¢ Maintain and expand free travel for young people - 89%
Compared with 87% Scotland-wide

* NHS protected from privatisation - 88% agree
Compared with 83% Scotland-wide

* Financial education - 87% agree
Compared with 90% Scotland-wide

* Prevention and early intervention for mental health - 87% agree
Compared with 91% Scotland-wide

¢ Address prejudice, discrimination and bullying - 87% agree
Compared with 89% Scotland-wide

* Reduce time for prosecution of sexual assault crimes - 85% agree
Compared with 90% Scotland-wide

¢ Universal free school meals - 85% agree
Compared with 70% Scotland-wide

¢ Close the gender pay gap - 84% agree
Compared with 87% Scotland-wide
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YOUNG PEOPLE IN NORTH EAST
SCOTLAND SAY...

“Public transport is also awful for accessibility. | have had to have actual arguments with bus

drivers for them to let me on a bus in my wheelchair or put the ramp down.”
- Young person aged 14-17, Angus South

“As someone who has a disability | was bullied a lot in school growing up and even though it was

years ago it still affects me to this day and can really harm young peoples mental health.”
- Young person aged 22-26, Aberdeen Donside

“This helps not only to reduce emissions, but to allow young people access to jobs they might not

have been able too without free bus travel.”
-Young person aged 14-17, Banffshire and Buchan Coast

“It would be much less daunting to go into the ‘adult world’ with some more understanding of

finances rather than just figuring out as we go along.”
-Young person aged 22-26, Aberdeenshire East

“Too many times | have been chased out of cafes or public places and parks for trying to spend
time outdoors with my friends. Our parents don't want us inside but nobody else wants us
outside. Clubs and spaces designed for the youth in my town aren't always friendly and can be
expensive. People complain about teenagers being on their phones all the time but if the only way
| can hang out with my friends without being chased out or yelled at is discord or snapchat, then
why would I not be on my phone? The only place we can reliably hang out is the library but it's not

open often and it's a library. It's not the place for excitable teenagers sometimes.”
-Young person aged 14-17, Angus South

“| am deaf and at time there is no support for my communication needs which negatively affects

my learning and causes delays.”
-Young person aged 14-17, Dundee City West
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