SYP elections
October 2026
Voting to open in Scottish Youth Parliament elections in LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA
Young people in LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA can vote from Monday 2nd November to elect NUMBER representatives to sit in the Scottish Youth Parliament for the next two years.
The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) is the youth-led body which empowers young people to champion and defend their rights and has a strong track record of campaigning on important issues.
Members of the Scottish Youth Parliament (MSYPs) are aged between 14 and 25 and are democratically elected every two years. Two MSYPs will be elected for each Scottish Parliament constituency, along with representatives from voluntary organisations such as Girlguiding Scotland, Scouts Scotland, and LGBT Youth Scotland.
[bookmark: _Hlk134798980]In LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA, NUMBER constituencies will be contested with candidates having a chance to represent other young people in their local community.
The polls will be open from Monday 2nd November to Sunday 15th November, with newly elected MSYPs announced as results come in from Monday 16th November.
Since 1999, SYP has successfully campaigned for free bus travel, the incorporation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into Scots law, and the right of 16 and 17-year-olds to vote in all Scottish elections, amongst other issues.
Jack Anderson MSYP, Chair of the Scottish Youth Parliament, said: “Now more than ever, it is important to promote young people's democratic participation, and this is a chance for the young people of LOCAL AUTHORITY NAME to choose their representatives who will champion the issues which matter most to them over the next two years.
“All young people aged 12–25 are entitled to vote in the SYP elections and I would encourage them to go online, find out who is standing in their area, read about what the candidates stand for, and then cast their vote
NAME, TITLE AT LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA SAID:
“INSERT QUOTE FROM RELEVANT PERSON
THIS COULD BE YOUR COUNCIL’S YOUTH/YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHAMPION, AN EDUCATION OR CYP CABINET PORTFOLIO HOLDER OR A CLD/YOUTH WORK MANAGER”
There are a number of ways young people can cast a vote. To find out how to vote in each constituency or to vote for a voluntary organisation candidate, visit https://syp.org.uk/elections-2026/
SUBSTITUTE LOCAL AUTHORITY INFO ON HOW TO VOTE FOR ABOVE PARAGRAPH IF RELEVANT
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SYP is the democratic voice of Scotland’s young people. Our vision for Scotland is of a nation that actively listens to and values the meaningful participation of its young people.
Our goal is to make this vision a reality, in order to ensure young people in Scotland grow up loved, safe and respected, and able to realise their full potential.
The Scottish Youth Parliament is a charity registered in Scotland, No. SC032662.
Website: https://syp.org.uk/
