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Checklist for testing CONSUL

The CONSUL Democracy testing phase for the SYP elections will take place between

Wednesday 14th October and Wednesday 21st October (inclusive). During this

phase, we encourage you to check you are familiar with how to carry out the following

actions:

<
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Sign in to the CONSUL Democracy site using your own login details.

Find your local authority’s election pages.

Check the constituency names and number of seats in your local authority are
correct.

Update custom text or images on each of the election phases.

Update any custom image they want on the budget header (the descriptive
image field on the Edit budget page).

Check the candidate profiles.

Test voting as a young person with a Young Scot number.

Test voting as a young person with a temporary number.

Change the election phase from ‘Voting’ to ‘Reviewing voting’.

The following pages explain how to do each of these actions.

During the testing phase, please keep a note and screenshots of any questions or

issues you come across while navigating the site. Please email these to

elections@syp.org.uk by Friday 23 October 2026 so we can make any fixes and

update the guidance before voting opens on 2" November.
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Signing in
Signing in to the test site

The CONSUL Democracy testing phase for the SYP elections will take place between

Wednesday 14" October and Wednesday 21t October (inclusive).

The test site is available at: https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

To sign in to the test site, click on ‘Sign In’ (top right corner of the page), and enter

the test site login details you have been issued:

e Your username will be in the format: syp_test followed by a 3- or 4-digit number.

e Your password will be an animal followed by a random 4-digit number.

Please note: test site login details have only been issued to Election Coordinators
who are registered to coordinate the SYP elections in local authorities which have

signed up to use CONSUL Democracy to facilitate voting this year.

Log in with a local account

Use this form to sign in with a locally created account
If signing in with a Young Scot number, enter your 16 digit number in both the Email AND Password fields!

Email or username

Password

Forgotten your password?

Haven't received instructions to activate your account?

) Remember me



https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

Signing in to the live site

The CONSUL Democracy live site will be available from Wednesday 28" October.

Login details will be sent to Election Coordinators for the live site after the testing

phase has ended.

The live site is available at: https://vote.syp.org.uk/

To sign in to the live site, click on ‘Sign In’ (top right corner of the page), and enter

the live site login details you have been issued:

e Your username will be in the format: sypXXXXXX followed by a 5- or 6-digit
number.

e Your password will be an animal followed by a random 4-digit number - this will

be a different password to the password you were issued for the test site.



https://vote.syp.org.uk/

Navigating CONSUL

Finding your local authority’s election pages

After logging in, click ‘Menu’ (top right corner) and select ‘Manage Processes’ This

will take you to the Administration page.

Select ‘Elections’ on the left-hand side of the page - a list of elections will show on

the screen. Find the Election for your local authority by either searching for your local

authority in the search bar or scrolling down the list.

To access your election, click the blue ‘Edit’ button on the right-hand side of your

local authority’s election.
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CONSUL DEMOCRACY

ADMINISTRATION

) Comments

Elections

G Elections

W Voting booths
‘monitoring and rigorous evaluation of proposals by the institution.

I statistics

v Proposals dashboard v

All Open Finished

Displaying 1 - 25 of 35 processes

Name Phase
. . Voting
2026 Aberdeenshire Elections
(2/4)
q Voting
2026 Angus Elections
(2/4)
Draft Voting

DAVA Avemill Ard Bustba Elantinne

Participatory budgets allow citizens to propose and decide directly how to spend part of the budget, with

Type

Multiple headings

Multiple headings

Single heading

Menu ~ Q

Duration

2026-12-13 00:00 - 2027-05-12 23:59
5 months

2026-12-1300:00 - 2027-05-12 23:59
5 months

2026-12-13 00:00 - 2027-05-12 23:59

My content My account

Create new election

Actions

Election Candidates

Election Candidates

g

Edit

Z

Edit

@

Sign out



Checking the constituency names and number of seats

Find your local authority’s election pages following the instructions on the previous

page.

The list of constituencies in your local authority’s election will appear at the top of

your election page, in the ‘Heading groups’ section.
Check:

v' Are the constituency names in your local authority correct?

v' Is the number of seats / winners correct?

If these are not correct, please email elections@syp.org.uk no later than Friday

23rd October 2026.

< Goback

2026 Aberdeenshire Elections
® @

Election Candidates View Edit Election

Heading groups

Parliamentary Constituencies

¥ o

- :
Edit  Delete B Add heading

Maximum number of headings in which a user can select projects 1

Headings in Parliamentary Constituencies

Heading name Votes allowed Seats/Winners Scope of operation Actions
Angus North and Mearns 10 1 Angus North and Mearns [_—’f m
Edit  Delete
Banffshire and Buchan Coast 10 2 Banffshire and Buchan Coast [_—‘p m

Edit  Delete

4
Aberdeenshire East 10 2 Aberdeenshire East i @
Edit  Delete

Aberdeenshire West 10 2 Aberdeenshire West L’ﬁ @

Add group

Edit  Delete
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Updating custom text orimages on each of the election phases.

SYP has added standard text and images to each of the four election phases, which

voters will see on the public side of the voting platform. Election Coordinators can

edit the text and/or images on these pages to add local information or images.

Find your local authority’s election pages following the instructions on the previous
pages. Scroll down the page to the ‘Phases’ section. Four phases will be used for the

SYP elections this year, and these should show as ‘enabled’.

Publishing Candidates 2026-12-13 00:00 - 2027-02-12 23:59 Yes @

Voting- 2027-02-13 00:00 - 2027-03-12 23:59 Yes @

Edit

Edit

Reviewing voting 2027-03-13 00:00 - 2027-04-12 23:59 Yes L"ﬁ

Edit

Results announced 2027-04-1300:00-2027-05-12 23:59 Yes L"ﬁ

Edit
Please note: the dates for these phases on the test site do not reflect the actual dates
of the SYP elections. The live site will show the correct dates for each phase, so you

do not need to report these to SYP during the test phase.

To edit the text or images on each of the phases, select the blue ‘Edit’ button at the

right-hand side of the phase you want to change.
Updating custom text

Scroll to the ‘Description’ section and add or change the text in this box. Scroll to the
very bottom of the page, and click the green ‘Save Changes’ button to save your

changes.
Description
This text will appear in the header when the phase is active
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Voting in the SYP 2026 Elections is now open until midnight on Sunday 15th November 2026.

The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) is the democratically elected voice of Scotland’s young people. We platform the voices of young people in spaces where
decision makers are, at a local, national and international level. \We exist to make change in young people’s lives, to think differently about issues, and to create
a meaningful impact that makes Scotland the best place to grow up.

Every two years, around 160 MSYPs are elected to represent young people in every part of Scotland and to campaign for positive change.

Members of the Scottish Youth Parliament (MSYPs) represent young people in two ways:




Updating images

Scroll to the ‘Descriptive image’ section at the bottom of the page.

Remove the existing image by clicking the red ‘Remove image’ on the right-hand side
beneath the image.

Descriptive image

You can upload one image of following content types: jpg. png, up to 10 MB.

Title

20260606-JDR67942.jpg

20260606-JDR67942.jpg Remove image

Then click the ‘Add image’ button which will appear when you have removed the

existing image:

Descriptive image

You can upload one image of following content types: jpg. png, up to 10 MB.

M Addimage

If an image is uploaded it will be displayed next to the description of this phase.

Click the ‘Choose image’ button and select an image from your own computer. If you

are using images of young people, please ensure they

Choose ima ge are not candidates in this election, and that you have

consent from the young people to use their image.

Wait for the image to load, and then click the green ‘Save Changes’ button at the

bottom of the page to save your changes.




Updating custom images on the main page for your election

You can add a custom image on the main page for your election - this will appear

behind the election title, as in the example below:

Elections

ELECTIONS

2026 Agrdeenshire Elections

Helpwith elections

< Goback

2026 Aberdeenshire Elections

Go to your local authority’s election
page. Under the election title, select

the blue ‘Edit Election’ button: © 4

Election Candidates View Edit Election

Scroll to the ‘Descriptive image’ section about halfway down the page.

IMAGE
Descriptive image

You can upload one image of following content types: jpg; png, up to 10 MB.

P Add image

If an image is uploaded it will be used as the banner on top of this participatory budget, otherwise the default color for budgets will be used.

Click the ‘Add image’ button, then the ‘Choose image’ button which will appear.
Select an image from your own computer. If you are using images of young people,
please ensure they are not candidates in this election, and that you have consent

from the young people to use their image.

Wait for the image to load, and then click the green ‘Update budget’ button at the

bottom of the page to save your changes.




Checking candidate profiles

The test site shows example candidate profiles. SYP staff will upload all the

candidate profiles submitted via the SYP Elections platform to the live site ahead of

voting opening on Monday 2nd November.

Go to your local authority’s < Goback
election page. Under the 2026 Aberdeenshire Elections

election title, select the orange
®© 1

‘Election Candidates’ button: Election Candidates  View  Edit Election

All candidates in your local authority will be listed as ‘investments’ (this is
participatory budgeting language, which is what CONSUL Democracy was originally

designed for).

Scope of

ID % Title ¢ Summary $ T Selected Votes %

| want to be an MSYP because | don't think young people should only be asked what they think after decisions have already been made. | want us
; to have a say from the beginning. I'm interested in mental health and the pressure young people can feel at school. I've seen friends struggle to
Aisha Angus North and
700 Gall get support or feel like adults don't understand what things are actually like for us. As an MSYP, | would listen to young people with lots of - Selected 100
allowa earns
v different experiences and take their ideas and concerns to the people who can make a difference. | also want young people to know what

happened after they shared their views, even if the answer isn't always what we hoped for.

| want to stand because every young person should be able to participate in decisions that affect them. 'm disabled, and I've had experiences
where an opportunity was technically “open to everyone” but wasn't actually accessible to everyone. Accessibility can mean physical access, but

699 Rowan it can also mean communication, confidence, sensory needs, cost and having the right support. | want te bring that perspective to the Scottish Angus North and O
Doherty Youth Parliament, while remembering that my experience is only my experience. | can’t speak for every disabled young person. That’s why Mearns
listening would be a really important part of the role for me. | want to use the position to create more opportunities for young people with
different experiences to speak for themselves and influence the decisions that affect their lives.
Honestly, ’'m standing because I think there should be more for young people to do. A lot of the time adults complain that teenagers are hanging
around, but there aren’t always affordable places where we can actually go. Not everyone wants to play organised sport either. I'd like to see
Jamie more places where young people can meet friends, try different activities and just be themselves without spending loads of money. But | know Angus North and
695 Watts there will be issues other young people care about more than | do. If | become an MSYP, | don't want to just campaign about my favourite topic.| ~ Mearns Selected 114
want to find out what young people across my area think needs to change. | think becoming an MSYP would be a chance to turn complaining
e Candidate names will show in the ‘Title’ column.

e The ‘Summary’ column shows candidates’ answers to the question ‘why do you
want to be an MSYP?".

e The ‘Scope of operation’ column shows their constituency.

e The ‘Votes’ column shows how many votes have been cast for that candidate,

but does not show the preferential ranking assigned to each candidate.

To preview each candidate’s full profile, click on their name in the ‘Title’ column.




Voting

Test voting with a Young Scot number

When SYP staff sent your login details for the test site, you will also have received a
fake Young Scot number for your local authority. You can use that number to submit a
test vote during the testing phase. That number must not be used on the live site. You
can also ask young people who have a Young Scot card to submit test votes, but

please ensure they understand this is a test and is not the real SYP election.

The test site is available at; https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

To sign in to the test site using a Young Scot card number, click on ‘Sign in with

Young Scot’ (top right corner of the page), and enter the 16-Digit Young Scot number:

Signin with your Young Scot
Number

Please enter your 16-digit number to sign in or create an account.

16-Digit YS Number



https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

When you have logged in, you will be taken to a page which shows the live elections

in your local authority. Scroll down to the section which shows the SYP 2026

Elections, and click the green ‘Cast your vote’ button:

Open for Voting
2026 Aberdeenshire Elections

Phase: Open for voting now!

This will take you to the home page for your local authority’s election.

The current phase of the election will appear at the top of the page - voters can
switch between each of the phases to see what has already happened and what will

happen next by clicking on the blue arrow buttons:

Elections phases

1 3 4
Publishing Candidstes Reviewingvoting Results announcad
Voting

February 13, 2027 - March 12, 2027

VotingIn the SYP 2026 Elections Is now open until midnight on
Sundey 15th November 2026.




Below this section, there will be a list of all constituencies where voting is taking

place in your local authority. To view the candidate profiles and submit a vote, click

on the constituency you want to vote in:

Parliamentary Constituencies

Aberdeenshire East

Aberdeenshire West

Mearns

Angus North and

Banffshire and

Buchan Coast

To read each candidate’s profile, click on their name next to their profile picture:

{ Goback

Candidates in constituency: Angus North and Mearns

-

vou can st casT 10 voTes.

Only residents inthe followingaress can perticipate

ys_abenrdeenshire

random

Erin Higgins

2026-10-08 * 2 Mo oomments » admin  Angus Narth and
Mearns '

| want to be an MSYP because your family's income
shouldn't decide whether you can take partin
apportunities at school or in your community. Young
people notice the cost of things. It might be school trips,
lunch, transport, sports equipment or just the cost of
Eoing out with friends. Sometimes people feel
embarrassed talking about money, which means their
experiences can be hidden. | want to help make sure
these experiences are heard. I'm already involved in my
school pupil council, and Pve learned that listening is just
&5 important as speaking. If elected. | want totake the
issues young people raise with me and turn them into
clear asks for decision-makers. | also want to challenge
the idea that young people aren't interestad in politics.
We care about decisions because we live with their

COnsequUences.

Check my votes »

woTes CAST: 0/ vou caNvoTe upTo 10 canDmaTes

Advanoed search

Vote

MY BALLOT

v You have not voted for any
=) candidate in this group.

You can change your vote at any
time until March 13, 2027,

| Check my votes

TREMDING

CATEGORIES



To vote for each candidate, click the purple ‘Vote’

button next to their profile. Their name will appear You voted for 3 candidsates
|

under the ‘My Ballot’ section on the right-hand side of
You can change your vote at amy

the page, in the order you voted for them. time until March 13, 2027.

You can change the order of your votes by dragging = x
= {Preference 1)

the candidate’s tile up or down. Aemi

When you are happy with the order of your votes, click X
— Erin

‘Check my votes’. This will submit your ballot. = Higgins Wreference 2

Voters can change their vote at any time until voting »
— Jamie

closes, by logging back in to the site using their Young = Watts [Preference 3)

Scot card number and moving candidate names

around in their ballot card. Check my vates

Test voting with a temporary number

When SYP staff sent your login details for the test site, you will also have received a
fake temporary number for your local authority. You can use that number to submit a

test vote during the testing phase. That number must not be used on the live site.

The test site is available at; https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

To sign in to the test site using a Young Scot card number, click on ‘Sign in with
Young Scot’ (top right corner of the page), and enter the 16-Digit temporary number
you have been issued. Follow the same process for test voting with a Young Scot

number as outlined on the previous pages.

Please note: if you are voting with different Young Scot and/or temporary
numbers on the same device, you will need to sign out after each person has

cast their vote to allow the next person to sign in. Click ‘sign out’ in the top

right corner of the screen.



https://syp.communitychoices.scot/

Changing the election phase from ‘Voting’ to ‘Reviewing voting’

This action will close voting in your local authority. Please do not do this until after
you have submitted test votes. When you are using the live site, please do not do this
until after midnight on Sunday 15" November 2026. On the live site, SYP staff will

close voting by changing this phase to ‘reviewing voting’ before 9am on Monday 16"

November.

Go to your local authority’s < Goback

election page. Under the 2026 Aberdeenshire Elections
election title, select the blue ® @

‘Edit Election’ button: Election Candidates ~ View  Edit Election

Under the ‘Active Phase’ line on the right-hand side of the page, click on ‘Voting’ and
then select ‘Reviewing voting’ from the drop-down list. Scroll to the very bottom of

the page, and click the green ‘Update Budget’ button to save your changes.

< Goback

Edit Election

GENERAL ELECTION SETTINGS

1language in use

Current language Add language
English
Remove language
Type Active phase
Election Voting
Information
Name Accepting nominations
This is the name of the participatory budget used on the header and cards whenever it is active | Reviewing candidates
2026 Aberdeenshire Elections Selecting candidates
| Vetting candidates
Publishing Candidates
VOTING OPTIONS . \oting
Final voting style Reviewing voting

Approval (for STV) Results announced

Clantinm Madinma




For more information, please visit

syp.org.uk/elections

Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) is a charity registered in Scotland (No: SC032662) and
a company Limited by Guarantee and registered in Scotland (No: SC227548).
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